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3M™ Structural Bonding Tape 9259 
Clip Storage and Handling Guide 

The following guideline outlines the proper storage and handling of clips attached with 3M™ Structural Bonding 
Tape (SBT).  Clips attached with 3M SBT must be stored in a controlled environment to maintain optimal adhesion. 

Shipping 

 3M recommends that clips are shipped in trays. 
 Being a heat reactive product, 3M SBT 9259 is sensitive to temperature exposure. To minimize the risk of 

prolonged heat exposure, 3M™ MonitorMark™ Time Temperature Indicators are included with each 
shipment. MonitorMark indicators signal when a threshold temperature has been exceeded and provide an 
easy-to-read visual signal to estimate the amount of time the product has spent above the threshold 
temperature. A MonitorMark indicator has a high contrast indicator that turns blue as a result of exposure 
above a threshold temperature. The indicator is irreversible, providing a permanent record of temperature 
exposure even after temperatures return to acceptable levels. 

 As a default, clips should not be used if the last window (circle 5) of the MonitorMark indicator has 
completely changed color, unless reviewed with a 3M technical representative. The need to set a different 
limit may exist depending on the end user situation. This adjustment should be based on clip performance 
requirements and determined on an individual basis. 

Image 1: Temperature Indicator 

 

Storage and Shelf Life 

The shelf life is measured starting from the date that the 
material is shipped from 3M to the customer. The “Plant 
Ship Date” can be found on the destination label, which 
is located on the outside of the pallet or tote. Image 2 is 
an example of a destination label.  
 

Image 2: Destination Label 
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Technical Information: The technical information, recommendations and other statements contained in this document are based upon tests or 
experience that 3M believes are reliable, but the accuracy or completeness of such information is not guaranteed.   

Product Use: Many factors beyond 3M’s control and uniquely within user’s knowledge and control can affect the use and performance of a 3M 
product in a particular application.  Given the variety of factors that can affect the use and performance of a 3M product, user is solely responsible 
for evaluating the 3M product and determining whether it is fit for a particular purpose and suitable for user’s method of application. 

Warranty, Limited Remedy, and Disclaimer: Unless an additional warranty is specifically stated on the applicable 3M product packaging or product 
literature, 3M warrants that each 3M product meets the applicable 3M product specification at the time 3M ships the product.  3M MAKES NO 
OTHER WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY OR CONDITION 
OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY OR CONDITION ARISING OUT OF A 
COURSE OF DEALING, CUSTOM OR USAGE OF TRADE.  If the 3M product does not conform to this warranty, then the sole and exclusive remedy 
is, at 3M’s option, replacement of the 3M product or refund of the purchase price.   

Limitation of Liability:  Except where prohibited by law, 3M will not be liable for any loss or damage arising from the 3M product, whether direct, 
indirect, special, incidental or consequential, regardless of the legal theory asserted, including warranty, contract, negligence or strict liability. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Automotive Division 
3M Center 
St. Paul, MN 55144-1000 
Phone  1-800-328-1684 
Web   www.3M.com/autosolutions 

3M is a  trademark of 3M Company 
Please recycle.  Printed in USA.  
© 3M 2016 All rights reserved.

Storage and Shelf Life (continued) 

The shelf life of 3M SBT is dependent on temperature and humidity over time. Shelf life will decrease with higher 
temperatures and/or higher humidity.  When the tape is stored outside of these guidelines, the tape gradually reacts 
and the performance of the tape is decreased. Please see Table 1 for the maximum shelf life at various storage 
conditions.     

Table 1: 3M™ Structural Bonding Tape 9259 Shelf Life at Various Storage Conditions 
Storage Condition Shelf Life 
≤23ºC and ≤50%RH 1 month 

≤5ºC or less 3 months 

Please note: 
 If used in elevated temperatures or humid environments, such as a paint shop, a refrigerator (23°C [73.4°F]) is 

recommend for storage of the taped clips. Return un-used taped clips to the refrigerator every day.  
 Pay attention to humidity in storage. When the tape is exposed to a high humidity condition (above 50% RH), 

the tape will absorb moisture, causing the tape to expand in thickness and/or detach from the paint during paint 
bake.  

 Do not use clips that have exceeded their expiration date. 3M highly recommends using the “first in, first out” 
stock rotation method to help prevent quality problems due to expired material. 

 During line shut-downs, clips that will expire should be disposed of and all remaining clips stored in a 
refrigerator. Uncured clips should not be left on vehicles.  

Handling 
 The handling of packaged parts should be minimized in cold storage. Under cold storage conditions, the 

tackiness of the adhesive is reduced, making it is easier for the parts to become dislodged from the liner if the 
packaging is dropped or similarly mishandled. 

 If a tray is dropped, it should be inspected for part misalignment prior to being used in production. At a 
minimum, the tray should be labeled that it was dropped/mishandled. 

Safety and Regulatory 
Observe proper handling precautions as outlined in the Safety Data Sheet (SDS), which is available on request.  The 
website address for 3M SDSs is www.3M.com/msds.   

Contact Information 
The information provided in this technical document is intended as a guide for these products.  For more information or help 
in selecting a 3M product, please contact your 3M technical service representative or call 1-800-328-1684. 


