
 

    

 

 

 

   
    

 

  

             

               

           

            

   

   

  

 

 

  

 

 

   

  

    

 

         
  

            
  

   

       

    
 

 

 
            

           

             

          

             

             

       

            

            

               

        

         

 

288U Gold Abrasive 
Technical Data September 2025 

Product  Description  High performance standard tier abrasive designed for use with a DA sander or 
by hand with a block. Product has good initial and sustained cut for use on 
metal, plastic, fillers, glazes, putties and automotive coatings. Product is 
designed to provide dust extraction, when used with a dust extraction system. 
(Dust-Free products only) 

Typical Physical / 
Performance Properties 

Backing Paper  with  a  range  of  attachment  systems  

Mineral Proprietary  blend  of  abrasive  grain  
(aluminum  oxide  base  mineral)  

Bonding Resin Bond 

Color Gold 

Grades 40 to 800 

Configurations 

Product is available in a range of grades and 
configurations, including: 

• Discs / Disc Rolls in a range of sizes with and 
without holes 

• Sheet rolls 
• 3M™ Hookit™ and Stikit™ attachment systems 
• Dry hand sheets 

Storage  and  Handling  It is recommended that all coated abrasive products should be stored at 
constant levels of temperature and humidity within the ranges of 18-22°C 
(64°F-72°F), 50-65% RH. They should be kept away from damp (or cold) walls, 
windows or floors to avoid possible moisture absorption. Equally storage 
adjacent to heat sources e.g. steam pipes, radiators, hot air ducts, ovens, etc. 
should be avoided. Product is best stored in original packaging until ready for 
use. Shelf-Life is indefinite under these conditions. 

Whenever possible, sanding should be carried out in a well-ventilated area and 
it is strongly recommended that suitable goggles, dust mask and gloves are 
worn. Pads should not be modified in any way. They should be used only in 
their original size and shape as supplied. 

3M™ Gold Abrasives are designed FOR PROFESSIONAL INDUSTRIAL USE 
ONLY. 
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3M™ 288U Gold Abrasive 
Key Applications 

Grade Application 

40 • Stock removal - heavy-duty coatings 

80 

• General stock removal - paint, filler, glaze, putty, 
automotive refinish coatings, etc. 

• Used to clean the repair area and remove all loose paint 
particles or rust 

• Initial filler shaping 

120 
• Used to clean the repair area and remove all loose paint 

particles or rust 
• Filler sanding, feathering edge sanding, etc. 

150 
•  Used to clean the repair area and remove all loose paint 

particles or rust 
•  Filler sanding, feathering edge sanding, etc. 

180 •  Feather edge sanding 
• Surface refinement 

220 • Feather edge sanding 
•  Surface refinement 

240 
• Feather edge sanding 
• Surface refinement 
•  Levelling stone chips before repair 

320 
•  Primer sanding 
•  Final feather edge sanding 
•  E-coat sanding 

400 
• Primer sanding 
•  Plastic bumper sanding 
•  Stone chip sanding 

500 • Primer sanding 
•  Plastic bumper sanding 

600 •  Primer sanding 
•  Blend sanding 

800 •  Blend sanding 
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3M™ 288U Gold Abrasive 
Precautionary  Information  Before  using  this  product,  please  reference  Product  Label  and/or  Safety  Data  Sheet  for  Health  

and  Safety  Information.  Note:  Laws  controlling  the  acceptable  amounts  of  Volatile  Organic  
Compounds  (VOCs)  vary  by  state,  and  in  some  cases  by  locality.  For  surface  preparation  and  
clean-up  activities,  consult  federal,  state  and  local  regulations  regarding  use  of  products  
containing  VOCs  in  your  area.  

Technical Information The  technical  information,  guidance,  and  other  statements  contained  in  this  document  or  
otherwise  provided  by  3M  are  based  upon  records,  tests,  or  experience  that  3M  believes  to  be  
reliable,  but  the  accuracy,  completeness,  and  representative  nature  of  such  information  is  not  
guaranteed.   Such  information  is  intended  for  people  with  knowledge  and  technical  skills  
sufficient  to  assess  and  apply  their  own  informed  judgment  to  the  information.  No  license  under  
any  3M  or  third-party  intellectual  property  rights  is  granted  or  implied  with  this  information.  

Product Selection and Use Many  factors  beyond  3M’s  control  and  uniquely  within  user’s  knowledge  and  control  can  affect  the  
use  and  performance  of  a  3M  product  in  a  particular  application.   As  a  result,  customer  is  solely  
responsible  for  evaluating  the  product  and  determining  whether  it  is  appropriate  and  suitable  for  
customer’s  application,  including  conducting  a  workplace  hazard  assessment  and  reviewing  all  
applicable  regulations  and  standards  (e.g.,  OSHA,  ANSI,  etc.).   Failure  to  properly  evaluate,  select,  
and  use  a  3M  product  in  accordance  with  all  applicable  instructions  and  with  appropriate  safety  
equipment,  or  to  meet  all  applicable  safety  regulations,  may  result  in  injury,  sickness,  death,  and/or  
harm  to  property.  

Warranty,  Limited  Remedy  
and  Disclaimer  

Unless a different warranty is specifically stated on the applicable 3M product packaging or 
product literature (in which case such warranty governs), 3M warrants that each 3M product meets 
the applicable 3M product specification at the time 3M ships the product. 3M MAKES NO OTHER 
WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, 
ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY OR CONDITION OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR ARISING OUT OF A COURSE OF DEALING, CUSTOM, OR USAGE OF 
TRADE. If a 3M product does not conform to this warranty, then the sole and exclusive remedy is, 
at 3M’s option, replacement or repair of the 3M product or refund of the purchase price. Warranty 
claims must be made within one (1) year from the date of 3M’s shipment. 

Limitation  of  Liability  Except  for  the  limited  remedy  stated  above,  and  except  to  the  extent  prohibited  by  applicable  law,  
3M  will  not  be  liable  for  any  loss  or  damage  arising  from  or  related  to  the  3M  product,  whether  
direct,  indirect,  special,  incidental,  or  consequential  (including,  but  not  limited  to,  lost  profits  or  
business  opportunity),  regardless  of  the  legal  or  equitable  theory  asserted,  including,  but  not  limited  
to,  warranty,  contract,  negligence,  or  strict  liability.  
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3M™ 288U Gold Abrasive 
Disclaimer 3M  industrial  and  occupational  products  are  intended,  labeled,  and  packaged  for  sale  to  trained  

industrial  and  occupational  customers  for  workplace  use.  Unless  specifically  stated  otherwise  on  the  
applicable  product  packaging  or  literature,  these  products  are  not  intended,  labeled,  or  packaged  
for  sale  to  or  use  by  consumers  (e.g.,  for  home,  personal,  primary  or  secondary  school,  
recreational/sporting,  or  other  uses  not  described  in  the  applicable  product  packaging  or  literature),  
and  must  be  selected  and  used  in  compliance  with  applicable  health  and  safety  regulations  and  
standards  (e.g.,  U.S.  OSHA,  ANSI),  as  well  as  all  product  literature,  user  instructions,  warnings,  and  
other  limitations,  and  the  user  must  take  any  action  required  under  any  recall,  field  action  or  other  
product  use  notice.  Misuse  of  3M  industrial  and  occupational  products  may  result  in  injury,  sickness,  
death,  or  property  damage.  For  help  with  product  selection  and  use,  consult  your  on-site  safety  
professional,  industrial  hygienist,  or  other  subject  matter  expert.  For  additional  product  information,  
visit www.3M.com. 

Automotive Aftermarket Division 
3M Center, Building 0223-4-S-04 
St. Paul, MN 55144-1000 
1-877-666-2277 (1-877-MMM-CARS) 
3MCollsion.com 

3M, Hookit and Stikit are trademarks of 3M. 
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