
Learn more about Cold Shrink

Advantages of Cold Shrink Technology

Cold shrink technology has many advantages over heat shrink 
technology, from ease and speed of installation to performance 
and reliability. In addition to the fact that cold shrink technology 
provides excellent interface pressure and a ‘living seal’ versus heat 
shrink technology, which provides no interface pressure and must 
use mastic and/or adhesives for sealing, cold shrink products offer 
many other advantages.

After heat shrink products are installed, they should not be moved 
or bent, as this can compromise the environmental seal or the 
insulation-to-insulation interface for products. The crystalline 
regions in the heat shrink material make it very rigid and hard and 
prevent it from being able to shrink onto the cable or from exerting 
any inward pressure. Cold shrink products, however, can be bent up 
to the maximum bending radius of the cable and will continue to 
exert inward pressure on the cable and continue to perform. 

Heat shrink medium voltage accessories typically may be installed 
in many more pieces than comparable cold shrink accessories. This 
may lead to more installation errors as there are more pieces to 
misplace or forget to install. Also, these additional pieces add to 
the installation time, which is considerably longer for heat shrink 
products than cold shrink products. 

Do you want to know more? Please call a 3M representative.
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