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Instruction Bulletin
Revision A, December 2024

Overview
• This bulletin is specifically for the application of 3M™ Knifeless™ Tape.
• Obtain and use the most current supporting product and instruction bulletins referenced in this bulletin.
• Ensure each installer reads and understands this bulletin before beginning.
• Follow each step in the order given. Do NOT take short cuts.

Product Line
These tools cut cleanly and reduce the risk of damaging the underlying substrate. See Product Bulletin 3M™ Knifeless™ Tape for complete 
product details. 

!

!

Picture Product Description

Finish Line

• Cuts most vinyl wrap films
• Patented design turns easily in any direction to follow contours and curves
• For single or multiple vinyl layer applications
• Best for non-visible cuts (i.e. door jamb, trunk lid, etc.)
• Requires knife or scissors to cut the tape

Perf Line

• Used to cut laminated perforated window films and create a uniform relief
cut along rubber molding prior to applying edge-sealing tape

• Can be used to bridge tight gaps and trimming
• Best for non-visible cuts (i.e. door jamb, trunk lid, etc.)
• Requires knife or scissors to cut the tape

 

Bridge Line

• Used to achieve clean and uniform cuts in wide gaps between doors, fend-
ers, and rubber moldings

• For single or multiple vinyl layer applications
• Best for non-visible cuts (i.e. door jamb, trunk lid, etc.)
• Requires knife or scissors to cut the tape

Design Line

• Creates striping, accents, and designs
• Stretches slightly and turns easily in any direction
• Can be broken with hands for faster application
• For single layer vinyl applications

Tri Line

• Creates pinstripes, gaps, and butt seams
• Creates different widths using 6 mm, 9 mm, or a combination of both tapes
• Stretches slightly and turns easily in any direction
• Can be broken with hands for faster application
• For single layer vinyl applications

Precision Line

• Sharp filament cuts reflective, metallic, chrome, dry erase, and 3M™ DI-
NOC™ films, plus all other vinyl and non-vinyl films

• Turns easily in any direction to follow contours and curves
• Adhesive layer prevents the wire filament from contacting the application

surface
• Can be broken with hands for faster application
• For single or multiple layer applications

NOTE

Do NOT subject 3M™ Knifeless™ Tape to outdoor applications or prolonged periods of sunlight as the tape may become difficult 
to remove.

CAUTION

Handle any 3M™ Knifeless™ Tape with care, as the filament may present a cut hazard if the user wraps it around their fingers or 
hands during the trimming operation or during the start of the trimming operation. Dispose of the filament immediately after use.

https://multimedia.3m.com/mws/media/1253923O/product-bulletin-knifeless-tape.pdf
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How to Start 3M™ Knifeless™ Tape
1. Apply 3M™ Knifeless™ Tape 6 to 8 in. (15.2 to 20.3 cm) before the area where the graphic will be cut, and another 6 to 8 in. (15.2 to 

20.3 cm) after the application area.
2. Apply the film over the tape, leaving the lead and tail tape visible. (See Figure 1.)
3. Fold the start of the tape back over itself approximately 3 in. (7.6 cm). Press your thumb firmly on the folded edge, covering at least 

0.5 in. (1.3 cm) of tape. (See Figure 2.)

Figure 1. Figure 2. 

4. Firmly grasp the end of the tape with your thumb and index finger. Start with your two thumbs 0.5 in. (1.3 cm) apart. (See Figure 3.)
5. Bring your thumbs together and give the tape a quick snap, breaking the carrier tape and exposing the filament. (See Figure 4.)
6. Pull the filament back and not upward, stopping just before the edge of the graphic.

Figure 3. Figure 4. 
7. Fold the filament over the graphic. Press your thumb over both the filament and the graphic edge as shown in Figure 5.
8. Gently tug the filament to start cutting the graphic.
9. Continue cutting by pulling the filament back and not upward.
10. Remove the carrier tape from under the film. The Finish Line, Perf Line, Bridge Line, and Design Line carriers will remove in two pieces, 

and the Tri Line Carrier will remove in up to four pieces.

Figure 5. 

11. Heat the edges of the cut film and reapply the film edges with firm pressure from a squeegee.
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How to Start 3M™ Knifeless™ Tape Precision Line
1. Apply 3M™ Knifeless™ Tape Precision Line 6 in. to 8 in. (15.2 to 20.3 cm) before the area where the graphic will be cut, and another 

6 to 8 in. (15.2 to 20.3 cm) after the application area.
2. Apply the film over the tape, leaving the lead and tail tape visible. (See Figure 6.)
3. Apply Scotch™ 218 Fine Line Tape 1/4 in. (Part Number 7000028866) over the Precision Line applied in Step 1 when installing paint 

protection film.
4. Fold the start of the tape back over itself approximately 3 in. (7.6 cm). Press your thumb firmly on the folded edge, covering at least 

1/2 in. (1.3 cm) of tape. (See Figure 7.)

Figure 6. Figure 7. 

5. Firmly grasp the end of the tape with your thumb and index finger, positioning your two thumbs close together to start the filament as 
shown in Figure 8. Gently pull the line to tear the carrier tape and expose the filament. Pull the line back and not upward (see Figure 9), 
stopping before the edge of the graphic.

Figure 8. Figure 9. Figure 10. 

6. Fold the filament over the graphic. Press your thumb over both the filament and the graphic edge as shown in Figure 10.
7. Gently tug the filament to start cutting into the graphic.
8. Continue cutting by pulling the line back and not upward.
9. Remove the carrier tape from under the film. The Precision Line carrier should remove in one piece.
10. Heat the edges of the cut film and reapply the film edges with firm pressure from a squeegee.

Commercial Solutions Course Catalog
See the 3M Commercial Solutions Course Catalog for more information on how to use 3M™ Knifeless™ Tape.

https://www.3m.com/3M/en_US/learning-marketplace/commercial-solutions-academy/catalog/#focus=graphics-architectural&type=on-demand
https://www.3m.com/3M/en_US/learning-marketplace/commercial-solutions-academy/catalog/#focus=graphics-architectural&type=on-demand
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Health and Safety

Tools and Equipment Usage
When using any equipment, always follow the manufacturer’s instructions for safe operation.

Chemicals
When handling any chemical products, read the manufacturers’ container labels and the Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for important health, 
safety, and environmental information.

Follow this link to obtain SDS sheets for 3M products.

Follow this link to obtain information about substances of very high concern (SVHC) for EU products.

Warranty Information

Technical Information
Technical information, guidance, and other statements provided by 3M are based upon records, tests, or experience that 3M believes to 
be reliable, but the accuracy, completeness, and representative nature of such information is not guaranteed. Such information is intended 
for people with knowledge and technical skills sufficient to assess and apply their own informed judgment to the information. No license 
to any intellectual property rights is granted or implied with respect to this technical information.

Product Selection and Use
Many factors beyond 3M's control and uniquely within user's knowledge and control can affect the use and performance of a 3M product 
in a particular application. Customer is solely responsible for evaluating the product and determining whether it is appropriate and suitable 
for customer's application, including conducting a workplace hazard assessment, reviewing all applicable regulations and standards, and 
reviewing the product label and use instructions. Failure to properly evaluate, select, and use a 3M product in accordance with instructions 
or to meet all applicable safety regulations may result in injury, sickness, death, and/or harm to property.

Warranty, Limited Remedy, and Disclaimer
Unless a different warranty is specifically stated on the applicable 3M product packaging or product literature (in which case such 
warranty governs), 3M warrants that each 3M product meets the applicable 3M product specification at the time 3M ships the product. 
3M MAKES NO OTHER WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, ANY 
WARRANTY OR CONDITION OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR ARISING OUT OF A COURSE OF 
DEALING, CUSTOM, OR USAGE OF TRADE. If a 3M product does not conform to this warranty, the sole and exclusive remedy is, at 
3M's option, replacement of the 3M product or refund of the purchase price.

Limitation of Liability
Except for the limited remedy stated above, and except to the extent prohibited by law, 3M will not be liable for any loss or damage arising 
from or related to the 3M product, whether direct, indirect, special, incidental, or consequential (including, but not limited to, lost profits 
or business opportunity), regardless of the legal or equitable theory asserted, including, but not limited to, warranty, contract, negligence, 
or strict liability.

Commercial Branding and Transportation
3M Center, Building 223-3N-30
St. Paul, MN 55144

1-800-328-3908
3M.com/Graphics

© 3M 2024. All rights reserved. 
3M, Comply, Controltac, Scotch, Scotchcal, and Scotchlite are 
trademarks of 3M. Used under license in Canada. 
All other trademarks are property of their respective owners.
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http://www.3m.com/SDS
https://www.3m.com/we/reg/s3cu/svhc.html?gsaAction=svhcSRA&utm_medium=redirect&utm_source=vanity-url&utm_campaign=www.3m.com/SVHC
https://3M.com/Graphics
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