3M™ Window Film Technical Bulletin

Installation Weather Guidelines Revision A, January 2019

Installation Guidelines - Interior Film

The main concern with installing film at temperatures below freezing would be that any water left behind
during installation would freeze and cause a visible defect in the film. Thus the best method for reducing any
potential problems would be to take extra care to remove all excess water during installation. The only way
that the water could potentially freeze would be if the temperature of the interior pane of glass dropped
below 32 °F. Below are a few recommendations to look for when installing in cold temperatures. As a general
rule these guidelines would be recommended any time temperatures are expected to be under 10°F for double
pane glass or under 40 °F for single pane glass, within 72 hours of the installation period.

1. Check the temperature of the interior pane of glass, with an understanding that the temperature of
the glass will drop significantly at night. If the temperature of the interior pane is less than 40 °F do
not install film.

2. Spray the glass with film mounting solution, if the mounting solution freezes do not install film.

3. Use a temperature gun to determine the temperature of the frame of the window right next to the
glass. Water left around the edges of the glass could freeze due to the frame

4. Check to see if heating vents are directed at the glass and will hold that glass at a warmer
temperature, often allowing film installation at significantly lower outside temperatures.

5. Determine what temperature the building is kept at during the night. Often unoccupied spaces, or
spaces being renovated will be kept at much lower temperature, as are some buildings that utilize
temperature setbacks at night.

In general, there are very few days that would prohibit film installation in the US climate. The interior
temperature of the building will typically hold the interior glass temperature above 32 °F. The above are
situations to be aware of, as well as suggestions to minimize the risk of installing film in temperatures that are
too low.

Weather Guidelines - Exterior Film

Do not install film during precipitation, as this will cause debris to run off the building and get behind the film
1. Do notinstall film if the exterior temperature will drop below 32F in the next 15 days
2. Do not install film if the temperature of the exterior glass exceeds 120F or is too hot to touch, in some
cases you may need to ensure that you are installing film on the side of the building that is not getting
direct sunlight during the time of the installation
3. Check for windy conditions

Commercial Solutions Division
3M Center, Building 220-12E-04 St. Paul, MN 55144
3M.com/windowfilm

© 3M 2019. All rights reserved.
3M is a trademark of 3M. Used under license in Canada.
All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. Revision A, January 2019. Please recycle.

1/1



