
How well does your  
curing light perform?

Fast Facts About Light Curing

•  Half of all dental income1 relies on  
the successful use of light-cured  
dental materials.

•  Every brand and shade of light-cured 
composite requires a specific “dose”  
of blue light to polymerise.

•  Incomplete polymerisation leads  
to increasing clinical problems2,3 (e.g., 
fracture, secondary decay, de-bonding, 
discolouration) and post-op sensitivity.

Light Curing Improvement 
Opportunities
A study4 of 915 curing lights in 422 dental 
clinics found that 73% of test results identify 
the need for changes to clinical protocol:

•  30% delivered less than half of the 
energy dose required by the selected 
dental material.

•  43% used extended curing times (to 
ensure an adequate cure), unknowingly 
risking heat damage. 

These dentists needed to modify their 
light-curing protocols, even between 
operatories, to reduce recall rates. Some 
needed at least one new curing light. 

Your Lights. Your Materials. Your Curing Times.
checkMARC® from BlueLight Analytics is the leading professional service  
(NIST standard) that provides evidence-based information to determine the  
curing time needed based on the curing lights and materials used in your clinic.

Contact your 3M Representative to book the checkMARC® Service today.



Did you know?
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Provided for 3M by:

Wages and benefits

Overhead (rent, phones)

Restorative materials  
and disposables

Curing light 
($1,500 light thrown away 
after 4 years)

Illustrative costs in a $200 filling*

Over a 4-year life, the cost of a curing light averages out  
to be only about 40¢ of the total costs in a $200 filling.* 

$120

$19 $18.60

$0.40

*2012 estimates

$60

Contact your 3M Representative to analyse your clinic’s lights and 
the specific materials you use—so you know if your curing lights are 
performing properly or need to be replaced.
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Find us on Facebook

Book the checkMARC® Service today at 
3M.com.au/checkmarc
3M.co.nz/checkmarc

or contact your 3M representative

Australia 1300 363 454
New Zealand 0800 80 81 82
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*American Dental Association, 2012 estimates


