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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

3M Receives AOAC® Research Institute Performance Tested
MethodSM Certification for Rapid E. coli and Coliform Test
ST. PAUL, Minn. – May 17, 2018– 3M Food Safety announced today that the
3M™ Petrifilm Rapid E. coli/Coliform Count Plate, a next day indicator test
that quantifies the presence of E. coli and other coliform bacteria, has earned
Performance Tested MethodSM (PTM) Certificate number 051801 from the
AOAC Research Institute. 3M introduced the plate in February as a versatile
microbial test that enables food and beverage processors to realize greater
operational efficiencies and ship products sooner.
The AOAC PTM designation validated the 3M Petrifilm Rapid E. coli/Coliform
Count Plate as an equivalent alternative to FDA and ISO standard reference
methods to enumerate these bacteria. The evaluation was performed by an
independent laboratory on a broad range of food and environmental surfaces
including: raw, pasteurized and powdered dairy products; raw and prepared
meat, poultry and seafood; fresh fruit and produce; baby food; pet food and
flour. 3M is also pursuing MicroVal validation in accordance with ISO 16140-2.
“We’re very pleased to receive this certification from the AOAC Research
Institute,” said Chris Somero, 3M Food Safety marketing manager. “This test’s
ability to reliably and conveniently recover E. coli and distinguish it from other
coliforms within an 18 to 24-hour timeframe has been well-received by our
customers, and the certification from such a respected third-party organization
is a momentous step in giving the market even more confidence about its
performance.”
AOAC RI, based in Gaithersburg, Md., is a subsidiary of AOAC
INTERNATIONAL, a globally recognized, independent, not-for-profit
association founded in 1884. AOAC serves communities of the analytical
sciences by providing the tools and processes necessary to develop standards
and methods.

3M Food Safety is a leader of innovative solutions that help the food and
beverage industries optimize the quality and safety of their products in order to
enable consumer protection and improve their bottom lines. Individuals who
wish to order the 3M Petrifilm Rapid E. coli/Coliform Count Plate, or learn more
about it and other 3M products, are invited to contact their regional sales
representative, call (800) 328-6553 or visit 3M.com/RapidEcoli.
About 3M
At 3M, we apply science in collaborative ways to improve lives daily. With $32
billion in sales, our 91,000 employees connect with customers all around the
world. Learn more about 3M’s creative solutions to the world’s problems at
www.3M.com on Twitter at @3M or @3MNewsroom.
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