
 

Establishing a Cartridge Change Schedule 
If you are using chemical cartridges, OSHA requires you to establish a Cartridge Change 
Schedule based on objective data on the service life of the cartridge. 

Understanding the Requirements 
 
The requirements are laid out in the OSHA standard. 

The OSHA Instruction provides guidance in determining a cartridge change schedule. 

A 3M Job Health Highlights (JHH) newsletter article provides an in-depth discussion on 
change schedules with practical advice on how to approach the task. 

OSHA Standard 1910.134 Respiratory Protection 
 
OSHA Instruction Inspection Procedures 
 
JHH Article Cartridge Change Schedules [PDF 5.7 MB] 
 
How to Establish a Cartridge Change Schedule 
 

1)  Assess the contaminants and exposures in your workplace.  

2)  Select a chemical cartridge.  

3)  Determine service life  

- Access 3M Service Life Software 

Web-based version  

Downloadable version  

- Access Software that OSHA provides on their web site.  

4)  Create the Change Schedule  

5)  Document the Change Schedule  

- Access the Documentation Form  

Cartridge Change Schedule Document [PDF 181 KB] 
 
Cartridge Change Schedule Form [PDF 73 KB]  
 
OSHA Software Website 
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