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Assigned Protection Factors

AGENCY: Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA),

Department of Labor.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: In this final rule, OSHA is revising its existing Respiratory Protection Standard to
add definitions and requirements for Assigned Protection Factors (APFs) and Maximum Use
Concentrations (MUCs). The revisions also supersede the respirator selection provisions of
existing substance-specific standards with these new APFs (except for the respirator selection
provisions of the 1,3-Butadiene Standard). The Agency devel oped the final APFs after thoroughly
reviewing the available literature, including chamber-simulation studies and workplace protection
factor studies, comments submitted to the record, and hearing testimony. The final APFs provide
employers with critical information to use when selecting respirators for employees exposed to
atmospheric contaminants found in general industry, construction, shipyards, longshoring, and
marine terminal workplaces. Proper respirator selection using APFs is an important component of
an effective respiratory protection program. Accordingly, OSHA concludes that the final APFs are
necessary to protect employees who must use respirators to protect them from airborne
contaminants.

DATES: The fina rule becomes effective November 22, 2006.
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