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Three reasons to wait:
Many organizations recognize that RFID tracking could improve productivity, job satisfaction and operational security—but they still haven’t 

decided to make the investment. Typically, they mention three reasons for waiting:

1.  Early adopters pay too much. This is often true, but you’re about a half-century too late to qualify as an early adopter of RFID. Rudimentary 

RFID devices were introduced in the 1940s. After more than six decades of research and refi nement, the technology is now woven into the 

fabric of our lives. (Today, RFID tracks retail inventories, toll charges, jet engine parts, gas station purchases and marathon times. Some cars 

use a keyless RFID ignition system; some countries have an RFID tag embedded in their passports.) Over the years, as the applications have 

grown, costs have become very manageable. Today, many RFID purchasers recoup their investment in a year or less.

2.  Our documents need to be tracked for ten years; most RFID tags aren’t designed to last ten months. This is a common 

misconception about RFID tags. Yes, many ultra-high frequency tags are designed for supply chain operations. They are usually inexpensive 

and have a long read-range—two qualities that make them ideal for tracking large quantities of goods in large warehouses. But the low 

cost is possible only because these tags are built for short lifetimes, usually less than a year. After that time, the read-range drops off quickly 

and the tag eventually fails. In contrast, 3M’s high-frequency tags were designed for tracking critical fi les and library books, applications 

that require a very long lifespan. (In fact, 3M guarantees each tag for the life of the item to which it’s attached.) Bottom line: all tags are not 

created equal.

3.  Once the world goes paperless, we won’t need to track hard documents. Don’t hold your breath. The paperless offi ce has been 

touted since the mid-1970s (at least) and it’s not here yet. Certainly, electronic fi les have a place but paper documents have certain 

unbeatable advantages over their digital counterparts. Paper can’t be wiped out by a computer virus. It’s harder to manipulate (meaning 

it’s more secure, which is one reason why some regulatory agencies still consider the paper document the offi cial document). It can’t be 

inadvertently distributed to the other soccer parents. Sometimes it’s more effi cient. For all those reasons, most critical documents will be 

on paper for the foreseeable future. And those who are responsible for those documents will need an effi cient way to track them.


