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3MTM ConfirmTM Authentication Products
with Floating Image Technology 

A History of Innovative 
New Product Offerings

For over 25 years, 3M has been providing high
security solutions for authentication and tamper -
indication needs. Many of these solutions have been
based on the covert security of the 3M Confirm
Authentication Products patented and proprietary
retroreflective technology.

3M is proud to introduce to the commercial
marketplace, a revolutionary new multi-layered
security solution (both overt and covert) that had
previously been reserved for secure identification
documents (passports, drivers licenses). It is the 3M
Confirm with Floating Image Technology.

This new product introduction is based on the unique
construction and covert security features of 3M
Confirm Authentication Products that users have
come to depend upon to protect their customers,
reputations and brands. In addition, it adds a new
eye-catching Optically Variable Device (OVD) that
enhances security and is easier to verify without using
an authentication tool.

3MConfirmAuthentication Products 
with Floating Image Technology

¥  Unique, strong overt feature with dramatic
movement when tilted 

¥  Strong retroreflective covert security feature
¥  Subsurface printed graphics under translucent

floating images

Overt Security Feature
¥  Floating and/or sinking graphic elements
¥  Images disappear when tilted to large angle

Covert Security Feature
¥  Retroreflective images
¥  Enhanced floating overt images
¥  Optional UV visible print

Floating and sinking images illustrated below

NEW
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Attribute Ratings

Overt

Covert

Tamper Indicating

Attributes determined by 3M Security Systems. Ratings can
be increased by combining optional features or additional
3M security technologies.
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The previously hidden retroreflective images appear 
light colored on a light yellow background. The
retroreflective background blocks out visible
subsurface graphic printing. Surface disruption or
tampering to the material becomes more evident. Also
to note, the overt floating image effect is enhanced
when viewed using the authentication tool.

Benefits

This product is ideally suited for those wanting a
multi-layered high security solution that also adds
brand enhancement or the Òwow-factorÓ to their
product or packaging.  

3MConfirm with Floating Image Technology can 
help companies increase their sales and profits by
reducing counterfeiting, diversion, and warranty 
fraud. It is easy to educate end-users for authentication
purposes and can add that eye-catching feature that
companies are looking for in their product or
packaging. Most importantly, it can help protect a
companyÕs most valuable assets Ð their customers,
reputation, and brands.

3M Confirm with Floating Image technology is also
available in a security strip format (pictures below).
This new format adds flexibility and functionality by
addressing the need to incorporate machine readable
technologies (i.e., barcodes) as well as the ability to
easily add other security features.

overt angle 1

overt angle 2

New Overt Security Features

The OVD is something that has the intangible Òwow-
factorÓ that typically gets people to take a closer look.
It is a customized translucent gray image that seems to
ÒfloatÓ above or ÒsinkÓ below the surface of the label
and appears to move in all directions as the viewing
angle is changed. This unique movement is easy to
detect and recognize using only the human eye,
enabling faster and easier authentication in seconds
without having to use a tool. The overt images will
also disappear when tilted to a large angle in any
direction, thus adding another level of security and
ease of authentication.  

Because of the overt technology, images can be
verified in most lighting conditions including poorly
lit areas such as dark hallways, diffuse outdoor
lighting, and dim nighttime lighting.  

Proven Covert Security Features

The covert technology, while developed over 25 years
ago, continues to be used as a successful deterrent to
fraudulent activities. When a 3MConfirm
Authentication Product is viewed perpendicular to
your line of sight with a concentrated, focused light
source such as the 3MRetroreflective Verifier, its
bright retroreflective background and custom pattern
make attempts to counterfeit or tamper obvious  
to the viewer.  

3M and Confirm are
trademarks of 3M.
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