
4. What are the clips made of?
A.  The clips are made of nickel-titanium.  They are

designed to facilitate archwire insertion and removal.

5. How many times can I insert an archwire into the
SmartClip Self-Ligating Mechanism?

A.  The SmartClip Self-Ligating mechanism is designed to
handle your normal archwire changes throughout the
course of treatment.

6. What are the dimensions of the bracket slot?
A. The measurement from the base of the slot to 

the bottom of the clips is 0.027" for the lower 
anterior brackets and 0.0275" for all others.

7. How thick are the clips?
A. 0.013" – Similar to the diameter of

standard stainless steel ligatures.
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F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

1. Is the SmartClip™ Self-Ligating Appliance System
“active” or “passive?”

A. The SmartClip appliance system is a passive system.

• The clips do not provide a seating force, resulting in
low friction performance.

• The familiar twin design, however, allows users to
activate brackets as desired on demand with the use
of ligatures and stainless steel ties.

2. Am I required to use any special treatment technique
for the SmartClip™ System Appliances?

A. Since the SmartClip brackets utilize a traditional twin
edgewise bracket design, no change in your current
treatment or mechanics are required.  You may find
that, with the reduction in friction inherent in a passive
system, the working range of archwires is increased
such that you may choose to increase the appointment
intervals as compared to traditionally ligated appliances.

3. Do I have to use the SmartClip™ Appliance 
Hand Instrument?

A.  The hand instrument is designed to aid with archwire
engagement and disengagement.  It is intended for use
with SmartClip appliances in the engagement and
disengagement of all archwires in all sizes.  However,
light archwires may be engaged with a gloved finger if
desired.  The technique guide should be reviewed
carefully prior to use of the appliance (see Figure 1 and
Figure 2).

Figure 1: Engagement Figure 2: Disengagement



8. What should I do if the archwire won’t stay engaged in
the clips (i.e. “spontaneous disengagement”)?

A. The SmartClip™ Appliance System is programmed to
release the archwire should the forces on the clips
become too high (see the following table).  Should this
occur, the following two options are available:

• Change the archwire size so that the wire will remain
engaged in all the clips.

• Use standard ligation techniques as necessary.

9. Are the SmartClip™ Molar Brackets required for use
with the system?

A. Use of the SmartClip molar brackets provides additional
benefits to the overall SmartClip System and is
recommended, but not required.  You can use your
standard banded and bondable molar products with 
the system.

10. What instrument is recommended to reposition the
SmartClip bracket?

A. When removing SmartClip brackets for repositioning, the
Debracketing Instrument contained in the Debracketing
Instrument Kit (ref 444-761) from 3M Unitek is
recommended.  Caution: Use appropriate care during
the debracketing process.  If the bracket deforms during
the debracketing process, replace the bracket with a 
new SmartClip bracket.  A deformed bracket may not
perform properly.

11. How do I remove the SmartClip bracket from the wire
if it has debonded from the tooth?

A. Remove the archwire in either right or left quadrant and
then slide the loose bracket off the wire.

12. What should I do if a patient still wants colored
ligatures?

A. • Explain to them the benefits of not using ligatures, 
such as reduced friction allowing for possible 
increased time between appointments.

• Apply the ligatures first and then ligate the archwire 
on top (see Figure 3).  By applying the ligatures
below the protrusion, not touching the archwire, you
allow the archwire to move in a passive state in the
bracket while achieving an appearance that the
patient desires.

• Only ligate upper 3-3 / “social six.”

13. Why are SmartClip brackets available only with 
APC™ PLUS System adhesive?

A. The SmartClip appliance system is designed to be a
complete appliance system providing treatment and
practice efficiencies throughout the patient's orthodontic
experience.  This includes the initial bonding
appointment, where the APC PLUS system saves
bonding steps and reduces bonding variables.  
3M Unitek is committed to providing a complete system
which incorporates efficiency wherever possible.
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SmartClip™

Self-Ligating Appliance System
Frequently Asked Questions

™

Disengagement Force (grams)

.014" round wire 650 +/- 250

.019" x .025" wire 1950 +/- 900

Figure 3


