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Global Climate Change Position
Applies To

This position applies to all 3M operations.

Background

Many scientists believe that an increase in the level of greenhouse gases in
the atmosphere has the potential to affect the earth’s ecosystem.
Greenhouse gases are released into the environment as a result of natural
occurrences and human activities. The understanding of the impact of
these gases on earth’s climate is evolving.

Principles

3M’s approach to global climate change as it relates to the production of
greenhouse gasses is based on several principles:
•
•
•

•

•

•

Actions

3M supports the long-term goal of sustainable development; the
company is committed to continuous and measurable improvement
in environmental performance as a means of achieving that goal.
Although the science of global climate change continues to evolve,
3M believes that sufficient information exists to take voluntary,
responsible action to reduce its greenhouse gas footprint.
3M recognizes the activities of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, and intends to participate in the
ongoing dialog over strategies to address potential global climate
change issues.
3M endorses a voluntary approach that involves all nations. If
reductions are mandated by regulation or legislation, 3M endorses a
uniform market-based approach that includes all nations; this
approach should also include provisions for emissions trading and
credit for early action.
3M supports continued research to assess the scientific and
economic impacts of strategies to address climate change, while
considering the interrelationship to other environmental regulations
and issues.
3M applies its environmental goals and standards, including those
pertaining to greenhouse gas reductions, consistently around the
world.

To address the issue of climate change, 3M will:
•
•

Develop and maintain an inventory of greenhouse gas emissions.
Continue to improve energy efficiency on a production basis in
manufacturing and administrative operations. This includes all
aspects of direct and indirect use of fossil fuels.
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•
•
•
•

•
•

Manage emissions of greenhouse gases to optimize reductions and
cost benefits.
Assess the potential use of renewable energy sources at 3M
operations.
Increase the use of energy efficiency products within 3M
operations and encourage their use by 3M suppliers and customers.
Incorporate an analysis of energy use and resulting greenhouse gas
generation and emissions in new product manufacturing, use and
disposal as part of the company’s Life Cycle Management
assessment process.
Invest in research and development to create new products and
technology that will reduce the generation and emissions of
greenhouse gases.
Develop partnerships and participate in a positive dialog with
governmental agencies and other organizations engaged in the
climate change issue.

For Further
Information

Contact Environmental Operations, St. Paul, Minnesota, 651-737-3594.

Approved By

Environmental, Health and Safety Committee

3M Environmental, Health and Safety Operations
Building 224-05-W-03
St. Paul, MN 55144

Please recycle.

Issued
05/01/2001
Revised:
04/05/2012
Next Planned Revision:
11/2015

